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YHE MILLYARY SITUATION

 GENERAL
. (All times cited in military paragraphs are
Cairo/Tel Aviv time, unless otherwise specified,)

T After yesterday's heavy fighting in the
vieinity of suez City, relative calm now prevails
over thg southern canal area. Israell air strikes
against the Egyptian forces besleged on the canal's

~east bank continued into the late evening hours,
although the level was much reduced from the pealk
activity at mid-day yostérday. '

2, The Israelis flew defensive fighter
‘patrols over the Sinal during the night. At dawn,
the Israslis began reconnaiesance flights, but there
was no resumption of the heavy ground strikes Lhat
had opened the fighting on 26 October. '

_ 3. The status of the two LEgyptian divisions

.. on the east bank is still uncertain following their
apparently unsuccessful attempt yesterday to cross
‘back to the west bank, With their supply line cut

off, the CDyyptians rcportedly are in desperate need
of food and waterx. ,
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SYRIA

10. The Syrlan forelgn minister said yestcrday
that all Iragi air force units had left Syria and
that all Iragx ground forces were being withdrawn.
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. yesterday that the UN cmergency peacelkaeping force

' No Objection To Declassification 2009/05/27 : NLN-NSC-665-3-16-7

- -

ISRAELI ATTITUDE TOWARD UN FORCD AND
uUVILl CGESERVERS

13. Military gpokuqmdn General Herzog saild

would only sarva partisan interests and hinder the
Arabs and Isracl from making peace., Herzog said

Tel Aviv roqardgd such a force with skepticism

since Israel's experience with UN forces showed

they "create a barrier bhetween the sides instead

of a bridge," and generally represent national or

bloc interasts rather than an international in-
terest. Heruog accused the Soviet Union of attempting

to infiltrate into the region underx the gulse of a
UN force.: !

14.. -Irn television interview with a US newsman,
Foreign Minister Abbha Ebhan said the dispatch of Soviet
observenrs to supervise the ceag@-fire would violate
the sense and spirit of the: Security Council reszolu=-
tion that Moscow supported.. Eban sald the Security
Council had firmly decided that no militaxy pcrsonnel

gloz the majox powers would be sent to the Middle-
as .

4 -

UNFUED NATIONS

15, The UN Security Counceil will mect agaln
today to give additional eonsideration to Secretary
Genegral Waldheim's <all for an eventual 7,000-man
Middle EBastern tiuce force. Waldheim es Limntoﬂ that
such a force would cost $30 million in its first
s8ix months of opceration.. Private mecatings of Sccu-
rity Council mambers on Friday failed to produce
agreement on the Secretary~General's plan. Accord- ,
ing to press accounts, counsil menbers could not agree
on which' countries the forces should be drawn from.

Other press reports say that tho USSR and China ob-

jected to a proposal that th costs of the hruce force
should be shared by all UN ‘members on the basis of
their percentage contributions to the regular budget.
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16. The Security Council met 26 Qctober
. 6. The s oAt
iggpééigetiggebﬁ tOACOnsidcr alleged violations of
teposdtis re by ILsrael. Yhe Egyptian repreéescentative
aiae a;d 5 bney.hpstilltles“ had brokcn out on the
ey augz_gxpnts. ge accused Israql of attacking
. ooz iﬁ aicg--ug atﬁemptlng to make Egyptian troops
Egunt had ;dl%ay. Tho Israeli, rapresentative said
forceS';ﬁiléogted'Fhe strategy of attacking Israell
fee .ther a,TCSQSIHg.IsraeL of breaking the cease-
Tove, & tg t;gu?lng Israel of attacking when its forces s
R totshpst ity Z Egyptian aszault. The Soviet representa-
| _ .aggressigﬁ fd E@@,Egyptlan ¢laims of new Isracli
vt ; an ;LLLtLCized the US for failing to exert
P hosed r~*n gsmael t? adhere to the cease-~fire. He
e, oflgg rgzhncv s statement to the World Con-
N ghese ot 5333 iggcgs,_mncluqing Brezhnev's call for
et the Middleogggg? Union in sending representa-
CCHINA/UN
17 - ' '
7. | A Chinese diplomat at the U i .sterday
chat ' ] at ¢ e UN said yesterda
UNa;egigmggrz?uid §ot‘contr;bute in any mannei to they- >
any cace L lL: .H% added that China would not make ‘
oY gonan ial contribution to the force, elther out
| 8§ regular UN budget contribution or by a
voluntary contribution, !

18. The Chinesc hi ¥ . ' A
i _ : Jnesa, meanwhile, in an NCNA dis-
gégzhélﬁav§ tagen note of the US éilitary alertfg
stéhd‘lcw?q'the‘alert as furthexr proof of the long-
tinuel?g z?%ﬂ3§gdiontention that' tension will con=
, e ML e East & ' g "
contend for hcgemony.aqt'ds the o "superpowers®
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FRENCH ARMS SURPLY TO ISRAEL

20. .According to a seénsitive State Depart@epg -
cable, the U5 Embassy in Paris recports .that Isracll}
officials werc extremely surprised and pleased at the
-amount and kind of eguipment which they were abzg ?o._ _
‘purchase £rom France after the beginning ot hoﬁf%l+t1es
Tel Aviv had expected a total embargo. The Israelis
found the French even wasier to deal with after the
US hegan its resupply, présumably because US shipments
made the French effort less!noticeabls.

.

NATO COUNCIL MERLING

2l. At the 26 Octaher special meeting of the o

NATO council on the Middle Bast, France sharply
criticized the US for not informing and consulting
the council on details of US-Soviet contacts, while
the US was at the same time calling fox allleq
solidarity and for allicd pressuras on the Soviet
Union. The French representative said Paris is of
the opinion that there is np principle requiring
common NAaTO policy with regard to problems Out§ldel
the geographical treaty arca. He asged rhetorlgal Yy
*Whether US actions represented "the implementation
of a policy which might be ‘called the poliey of

Juna 22, 19273" (the date oq the US-Soviet agreement

e
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on the prevention of nucloar war). The Belgian and
{tallgn representatives, who indicated they were
bpeaklng witnout instructions, echoed the F:cnéﬂ
élne. The UK and Duteh representatives, while not
isagreeiny, expressed understanding far the special-
problems f the US and the need for secrecy.

UK REACTION TO Us ALRRT

2%. The British press has given heavy coverac
to a discussion of the Middle has? situatio; in thhge
House of Commons on Thursday, during which Foreign
aecrutary &dlec Douglas-Home was unable to confirm
priox US consultation with London on the alert of

US forees,. Douglas-Homs opéned the discussion with

& statcment uxging that negotlations beglu immediately
as called for by the 22 October Securlty Council
resolution and reiterating a previous Britlish offer
to participate in a UN truce force. MosL papers did
not emphasize ‘his inpliéd admission that UK was not
informed of the US alert, but two newspapers head-

lined this aspect and rdle ‘and TV commcntatorb spoka
about the lack of consultat;on.

-

TAos st :\TENBNT ON US ALERT

¥ ]
i

23. A TASS Englizh~lanyuage broadcast today
characterizod as "absulb" anygalgugatxon thatt;gzieL
?thono were rasponsible for the alert of US armed

gruﬁq TASS said Soviet adtivities are aimed solely
3 -promoting. the implementation of Saecurity Council
igct;loa”dgg thﬂ cease~fire iand restoration of peace
state;phi ¢ East. The alext of US forces, the
5 continues, doés ndt plomotu international
ctente and was .obviously tdken in an attempt to
intimidate the bOVLOL Unlon.

24. The US Gmbas 38y in Moscow interprets the

_release of the TASS statementw-shortly after Brezhnev's

3pecch to the World Congrcess of Peace Forces--as

|

|

; [
) 1
!
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indicating the Soviets felt the need to make a shaxp
public responsc to the US alert but decided that the

responsc should not be included in the more restrained
Brezhnev speech

DENMARK X
25. The Danes claim to have been instrumental
in prevontx1g Middle Rastern experts of the Curopean
' Communities f£xom issuing a French-initiated declara- -
. tion at a 22 October meoting: that would have called
for the prohibition of "massive" arm deliveries.
A Danish Foreign Ministry official said the Dutch
ware not LCULCGPntod by their regular rcpresentative

and, probably for this rcason, did not assume’ their
normal postux

26 . - Demmark is among the EC states that are
most conservative about expanding the political and
security.competencicb of the EC. In addition, they
are among the most sympathetic to Israel, Prime
Minister JoruLnsen, currently touring the USSR, dis-
agreed with hig Soviet hosts when th;y depicked
Israel as the agygressor. Dehmark's ruling Social
DemocraLLu Party, morcover, has expressed solidarity
with Ltr ‘fellow Secialists in Israel.

. 1

I,RAN o .

— : ¢ ..

. 27.  The Iranians have been generally lying
‘low and waiting for the Middle East c¢risis to pass.
They have been willing to lend minor support--mostly
rhetorical-~to their fellow Muslims, but thay havc
carefully avoided any move that would damage Iran'
cloze ties with the US or cut into 0il revenues.
Quite prediclibly, they rafrained from joining in
the Arab oil producLion cutback and anti-Us embargo.

. They are evidently a bit nervous about how the Arabs
25X1 will react to this. |

)
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EE 2AMBIA/LSRATRL -

. 28. Zambia broke off diplomatic relations
with Israel yesterday. It becomes the twelfth African
state to do so since hostilities began on 6 October.

.

JAPANISE RESPONSE TO ARAB PRESSURES . : ”

o . ‘ _
29.°" Tokyo has responded to Arab pressures
for Japanese support by reiterating its backing for
UN resolutions but rcfusindg to give specific sup-~
port for Arab positions on the occupied territouries.
On 19 October, ten Aralb ambassadors in Tokyo pressed .
the Japanese for a specific statement of support for
the Arab:causc. The Japancse felt compelled Lo
issue a "clarification" of ‘their position following
the cease-fire and after being designated an "cnemy"
state by the Arabs. The Saudi ambassador doubted
that the Arabs would be satisfied with the Japancse
position, which was spelled out in a note verbale

- on 25 October. The Japanese were not surprised by

the Saudi response and expect to receive furihern
pressurcrfrom the Arabs, hut for now, at least they
do not intend to move beyond Resolution 242 and their
general expressions of sympathy and understanding for
the Axab positions. The Japanese note also said they
would endeavor to increase thelr contribution to
UNRWA and extend as much economic and technical co-
operation as possible to the Arab countries, ‘
LATE ITRM ;oo

30, Egyptian P}ésideﬁtial adviser-Marai sayvs

. President Sadat belioves the credibiliiy of the US

and the Sovict Union is now! on the line as .the Third

‘Army 's sunvival has been jeopardized by an "Israeli

doublecross of the US," according to a sensitive state
i

]
v
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Dapaftment cable. Marai, emphasizing that he was
speaking for President Sadat, gave this essage to
Nawsweaek editor Deborchgrave at a Saturday morning
meeting in Cairo. Maral said Sadat wanted to make
the following points:

‘w=the Third Army was
coase~Lire;

surrounded after the

-=Rgypt had'respected and belicved the
‘guarantees and assurances given by the
Soviet Union and the US;

-~-Egypt had warned the Soviet Union and the
US that Israel would 'take advantage of the
cease-fire to try to jcut off the Third Arny,
but hoth superpowcrs .told Calro not to worry
as the US had received an appropriate pledge
from Isracl that thisg would not occur;
. , |

“;ﬁhe two superpoweré now know exac;ly what
JIsrael is trying to do to the Egyptian force
in the southorn sectdr of the Sinai, desplte
"the ceasc-fire} ! v
. | .
C-~the Israelis have rYefused to allow water
or* blood plasma to gdt through to the Third
ArmMY; . ; |

' ' . \

"——more Israeli, troopsd are moving through
, ~the Mitla pass to xeinforce the siege of

“the Thixrd Army; i :

~-the sericusness.-of Nixon and Brezhnev will
now be judged by what happens to the Third
Axiny v

!
]

L O e = v -

. v f * .
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